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Myths about 
Asian Store 
Owners

Received special government loans 
only available to Asians to purchase 
businesses (sacrifice, highly 
leveraged, under-resourced)

Make a lot of money on the backs of 
the community (low income, low 
assets, 16 hour days, 7days, no 
holidays or vacation)

Target certain communities to exploit 
when purchasing business (default, 
dangerous)



Myths about 
Asian Store 
Owners

Are outsiders, not part of the 
community or stakeholders (stay 
longer than average resident)

Rude/Racist (long hours, 
fatigued, vulnerable, lack of 
training)

Gun toting



Asians - Most 
Victimized of 
Violent 
Crimes
Outside their 
Race

% Violent Crime Victims 
perpetrated by outside their own 
ethnicity

Against Asians - 76%

Against Latinos - 55%

Against White - 38%

Against Black -36%

 *Black on Asian Crime Statistics (financegeek.org)



Black on 
Asian Crime

 280 times more common than 
Asian on Black crime

 *Black on Asian Crime Statistics (financegeek.org)









Korean 
American 
Casualties
(1992 LA 
Riots)

2,200 Korean businesses 
destroyed

40% of $1 billion damages incurred 
by Korean Americans

65% of businesses vandalized were 
Korean owned (1)

*Audi, T. and Emshwiller, J. R. (2012, April 27) Attitudes toward police and race relations have 
turned positive since devastating riots, economy is big concern now. Retrieved from The Wall 
Street Journal. http:;;www.wsj.com& Memoir of Cashier, Korean Americans, Racism and Riots, p. 
87

 1) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Latasha_Harlins , African-Americans, Koreans Try to 
Heal Deep Wounds, L.A. Daily News, Apr. 29, 2007

 Jump up^ Dressler & Garvey, Cases and Materials Criminal Law 57 (6th ed 2012)

 Jump up^ Salak, John (1993). The Los Angeles Riots: America's Cities in Crisis. Brookfield, Conn.: 
Millbrook Press. p. 24. ISBN 1562943731.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Latasha_Harlins
http://www.dailynews.com/general-news/20070429/african-americans-koreans-try-to-heal-deep-wounds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Latasha_Harlins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Latasha_Harlins
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1562943731


2nd Highest 
Workplace 
Homicide

Convenience store employees 
suffer from high rates of 
workplace homicide, second 
only to taxicab drivers. 14

http://www.popcenter.org/problems/robbery_convenience/

http://www.popcenter.org/problems/robbery_convenience/endnotes/


# Korean 
Americans 
Killed
(LA  
County)

 1991 – 30 Koreans shot and killed

 1994 – 18 Koreans shot and killed

*Criminal Justice Department 1991 - 2000 & Memoir of Cashier, 
Korean Americans, Racism and Riots, p. 88



Korean American Homicides
Los Angeles County (1991-1995)
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# of Korean 
Americans 
Killed
(Los 
Angeles)

 1991 – 10 Koreans were robbed and killed

*Memoir of Cashier, Korean Americans, Racism and Riots, p. 61



Why Long 
Working 
Hours?

Two Employees, Two Shifts for 
typical store

Under-resourced, highly leveraged

Usually, one person takes two 
shifts, and recruits family member 
for free labor











AANHPIs in 
the CITY OF 
L.A. 

• AANHPIs = 13% of City of L.A. 
population (2010)

• Fastest growing racial group (city, 
state, national)

• 31% of Asian Americans in City of 
L.A. are poor or low income 
compared to 23% of Whites







AANHPI 
Unemploym
ent 

• 2013: Asian Americans were 10% of total 
unemployed in City of L.A. 

• Filipinos had second highest unemployment growth 
rate (118%) in City of L.A. (2007-2013)

• California: 27% of unemployed Asian Americans out 
of work for one year or longer (average 
unemployment 41.3 weeks)



City of L.A. 
Workforce 
Developmen
t and 
AANHPIs 

• Asian Americans = 10% of 
unemployed in City of L.A. 

• WIB served 3,827 AANHPIs or 
6% of total clients (2009-2014). 

• WIB - AANHPI job placements = 
2,123 or 6% of total (2009-2014). 

• Asian Youth served: 2013: 46 
out of 2,834 total (1.6%); 2014: 
159 out of 9,980 total (1.6%); 
2015: 65 out of 4,084 total 
(1.6%)
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